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The Spastics Society now provides one more valuable contribution by publishing monographs in its series 'Clinics in Developmental Medicine'. The latest three of these maintain the same high standard as their predecessors.
No. 15, 'Infantile Spasms', is by Peter M Jeavons and Brian D Bower, two of the original workers in this field. This is an excellent review of the subject against the background of an analysis of 112 cases studied by the authors. Particularly valuable is the discussion on the role of pertussis immunization in oetiology. The results of treatment with steroids in this large series will be useful to others faced with this problem.
No. 16, 'Drugs in Cerebral Palsy', edited by Eric Denhoff, is one of the first fruits of a recent Anglo-American alliance between the journal Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology and the American Academy for Cerebral Palsy. In this field, where so many hopes have been raised only to be shattered later, it is most helpful to have the subject fully discussed in one volume. There is a useful drug index giving indications and dosage for each, followed by a complete list of trade names and their equivalents.
No. 17, 'The Syndrome of Stuttering', by
Gavin Andrews and Mary Harris, is an account of an enquiry into children and adults who stutter, carried out in Newcastle from 1962 to 1964. Every aspect of etiology, diagnosis and treatment is fully discussed. The vexed question of intelligence in relation to stuttering is answered by demonstrating that those who attend for treatment are above average intelligence but the survey results confirm the findings of others that the disorder is commoner in those with low intelligence. The probable explanation lies in the increased importance of this handicap among the intelligent and the ready availability of treatment for this group. London: HKLewis 1965 The new edition of this book from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine follows closely the lines of the one before it. Besides some minor modifications, however, the chapters on malaria and the sections that deal with the control of schistosomiasis and tuberculosis have been revised in the light ofcurrent concepts. The book is primarily concerned with infectious disease in under-developed rural areas, where it will be found most helpful by medical practitioners and others with public health responsibilities. The advances that are most likely to be stable are those that are achieved through the people. That is why this book is important, though in places it could be better adapted for its purpose: a page is spared for infant and child welfare, the same as for ornithosis. But there is a wealth of useful information and practical advice for which to be grateful. It is strongly recommended.
D S RIDLEY
The Obstructing Acromion by Bernard Diamond MD FACS pp xv+ 212 illustrated $9.50 Springfield, IWl.: Charles C Thomas 1964 Dr Diamond's chatty little book is a very readable piece of special pleading. His special plea is for a more vigorous approach to problems of chronic derangement of the shoulder.
Using an approach so modified as to facilitate repair of the deltoid muscle he has tackled fortyfour shoulders. Four main causes accounted for disability: chronic calcific tendonitis; chronic, ordinary tears of the rotator cuff; chronic massive tears of the cuff; and lesions of the bursa, biceps tendon or cuff without tear or calcification. Removal of the acromion was combined with the attack on the lesion itself.
The particular aspects of the thesis will probably not command general acceptance. For instance, it is nearly always unwise to remove the acromion when there is a chronic massive tear of the rotator cuff. On the other hand, many surgeons will agree that there is a case for a bolder approach to the chronically painful shoulder with limited abduction. It is probable, too, that there is still a place for acromionectomy and that
